


Acknowledgement of Country

We, Barwon Health, acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the 
land, the Wadawurrung people of the Kulin Nation. We pay our 
respects to the Elders past, present and emerging. We thank 
the Traditional Owners for custodianship of the land, and 
celebrate the continuing culture of the Wadawurrung people 
acknowledging the memory of honourable ancestors. We also 
welcome all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
present today.
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https://www.health.vic.gov.au/publications/
management-of-acute-respiratory-infection-
outbreaks-including-covid-19-and-influenza

Updated 1st March 2024 

https://www.health.vic.gov.au/publications/management-of-acute-respiratory-infection-outbreaks-including-covid-19-and-influenza
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Internal

2024 COVID-19 vaccination 
update
Western Victoria Primary Health Network, 
Annie Henry 



Internal

Current advice
COVID-19 vaccination is voluntary but strongly encouraged for residents in aged care 
homes.

• The Australian Technical Advisory Group on 
Immunisation (ATAGI) provides advice on COVID-19 
booster doses.

• In 2024, those aged 75 years+ continue to be 
recommended a dose of COVID-19 vaccine every 6 
months

• Those aged 65 years of age, and adults with 
severe immunocompromise, continue to be 
eligible to receive a COVID-19 vaccine dose 
every 6 months.

• All other adults can receive a single dose 
this year

• atagi-statement-on-the-administration-of-covid-19-
vaccines-in-2024.docx (live.com)

https://www.health.gov.au/committees-and-groups/australian-technical-advisory-group-on-immunisation-atagi
https://www.health.gov.au/committees-and-groups/australian-technical-advisory-group-on-immunisation-atagi
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2024-03%2Fatagi-statement-on-the-administration-of-covid-19-vaccines-in-2024.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2024-03%2Fatagi-statement-on-the-administration-of-covid-19-vaccines-in-2024.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK


Internal

Victoria as a whole

• As an outlet may be linked to one or more services, the total number of outlets may not line up with the total number of services.

• Not all residents are able to be matched to a Medicare PIN (AIR record)

• 1: Total residents refers to all residents in Commonwealth funded positions in Residential Aged Care Homes. 

• 2: Linked residents refers to all residents in Commonwealth funded positions in Residential Aged Care Homes who have also been linked with their vaccination records. 92.5% of 
aged care residents can be linked to their vaccination records. 

• 3: Total services refers to permanent RACHs matched in the aged care resident linked AIR data.



Internal

Role of the WVPHN in the COVID-19 vaccination space
• Conduit between the C’Wealth and RACHs

• Fortnightly RACH lists provided by the C’Wealth DoHAC

• Work with primary care providers to ensure access to COVID-19 vaccines

• Facilitate and fund COVID-19 vaccination clinics
• Liaise with councils, population groups, community health etc. 

• Messaging to primary care providers
• Ensure GPs are updated with changes as they arise
• Onboard clinics to vaccinate

• As a last resort assist with linking a provider to a RACH
• Supports RACH to obtain vaccinations
• Funds primary care providers to assist RACH with COVID-19 vaccinations



Internal

Vaccinations within the RACH

Currently nil access for RACH to obtain COVID-19 
vaccinations (hopefully this will change) 

• GPs complete as per resident usual care

• Pharmacies undertake clinic onsite

• Partnered GP clinic undertakes clinic

• Primary care provider
• GP or Pharmacy attend onsite and work with RACH 

nurse vaccinators to undertake onsite
• ALL Vaccinations must be recorded in AIR within 

24hrs of vaccination



Internal

Consent

• All aged care residents must provide valid consent before receiving a COVID-19 vaccine.

• written consent – using the aged care home's own consent form or a consent form provided by the 
relevant healthcare professional

• verbal consent – verbal consent must be recorded by the aged care home in a resident’s care 
notes, following usual practices

• Residential aged care providers are responsible for organising consent.

• Aged care providers keep a record of the resident’s consent for all doses to share with those 
who give the vaccine for recording on the Australian Immunisation Register.



Internal

Messaging for staff and families/carers

The continued importance of COVID-19 vaccination
COVID-19 vaccination remains the best way to protect yourself from serious illness or death from COVID-19. 

It's still important to get vaccinated:

• Preventing severe illness: Vaccines are your best protection against severe illness, hospitalisation, and 
death from COVID-19.

• Protection for everyone: Vaccinations are particularly important for those aged 75 years and over or 
those with severe immunocompromise that increase their risk of severe COVID-19.

• Keeping your guard up: Protection from COVID-19 wanes over time. Regular vaccinations, tailored to 
your age and health needs, ensure ongoing protection.



Internal

Final Points

• COVID-19 vaccinations should be incorporated into usual care

• Combine COVID-19 vaccinations with annual flu clinic

• Keep on the forefront of care

• Older persons planning to enter a RACH are encouraged to get vaccinated 
against COVID-19 prior to their admission

• Look at internal processes for COVID-19 vaccinations

QUESTIONS?
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https://www.health.gov.au/health-alerts/covid-19/treatments/eligibility
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https://www.acipc.org.au/aged-care/aged-care-ipc-community-of-practice/
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